
Day 2 - T he Fruitful New Life 
  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there 
is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 NASB 
 
One significant way our new life in Christ is lived out 
daily is through what we refer to as the "fruit of the 
Spirit."  These personal qualities are the result of 
having the Holy Spirit indwelling us as God's response 
to our expressed faith in Jesus Christ. These qualities 
are what make the believer's new life in Christ so 
unique and special.  Over the next few days, we will 
reflect upon how the Holy Spirit works in and 
through us to express this newness of life. 
 
The first fruit of the Spirit is LOVE.  The love our 
Holy God has toward us is reflected in how we love 
others.  This love is different from how the word is 
generally used to identify things we "really like" in 
our world.  We say we "love" a variety of things that 
the world around us offers. This might include 
specific types of clothing, a model of automobile, or 
our favorite food.  These are all objects we may 
appreciate for a period of time before we decide we 
"love" something else more. 
 
Biblical love is not simply about the things we like and 
enjoy.  It is the personal acceptance of this amazing 
truth, "We love, because He first loved us"  (1 John 
4:19). This is the love that led to the ministry of 
Christmas Gift Shop.  Through CGS, we seek to 
express the love God has for every guest and their 
family.  In addition to the rooms where presents are 
displayed for the guests to select for their children, 
there are rooms for volunteers called “Buddies” to 
have the opportunity to share the Gospel of this 
amazing love of God. 
 
But now faith, hope, love abide, these three, but the greatest 
of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 
 
Pray that each guest will experience the love of God 
through the volunteers they spend time with at CGS.  
Please pray their Christmas experience will include 
the acceptance of God's love or a renewal of their 
personal faith in Christ. 

Day 3 — Joy to the World 
 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy which 
will be for all the people; for today in the city of 
David there has been born for you a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10-11 NASB 
 
The announcement of the birth of Jesus was a 
declaration of joy to those who were shepherds on the 
hillside and joy to those who would be born again in 
Him in the ages to come. The Bible also lists JOY as a 
result of the Holy Spirit within every believer.  Joy is 
the fruit of knowing Jesus as Savior and Lord and the 
assurance of His love and presence within us regardless 
of the circumstances of life and the world around us.  
Many who seek help from CGS are facing difficult 
times.  The desire of CGS is to offer encouragement 
and hope by sharing the message of love found through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Volunteers that serve through Christmas Gift Shop - 
from the Interviewers that approve guests for assistance 
to the Buddies that hug our guests goodbye - work 
toward communicating the joy of being born again 
through faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  The 
many aspects of CGS come together as volunteers 
focus on this goal. CGS wishes to contribute to the joy 
that families share in the Good News of God's love 
expressed through Jesus Christ.  As presents are 
selected with family members in mind, the joy will 
begin to grow.  As presents are opened, laughter and 
love will be experienced.  Our hope is that the gift of 
Jesus Christ to the world will be remembered and 
shared as well. 
 
In the hours before His crucifixion, Jesus spoke to His 
disciples of His will for them to experience His joy 
assured for those who place their faith in Him as Savior 
and Lord.  
 
I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my 
joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! John 15:11 NLT 
 
Pray this Christmas will bring a renewal of the joy of 
knowing Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord as we walk 
daily with faith in Him.  Pray for volunteers as they 
share the true reason for Christmas with guests so they 
may celebrate the birth of our Savior as a family and 
overflow with the joy of the Lord. 

Day 1 - God Offers Newness of Life 
 

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has 
become a new person. The old life is gone; a new 
life has begun! 2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT 
 

“New car, new phone, new TV.”  These phrases are 
used in everyday conversation by people who are 
looking to update major possessions.  We are currently 
bombarded with advertisements and commercials 
designed to convince us that what we have is no longer 
good enough.  We need to improve life by having new 
“things.”  One of the realities we soon experience once 
we have purchased one of these “new” items is that life 
really has not changed.  The newness soon wears off, 
and we are faced with the same outlook on life and 
circumstances that we had before the new purchase. 
 
The significance of what the Bible teaches us is that 
faith in Christ is not simply an update of our daily lives.  
Something dramatic and eternal takes place.  The word 
“new” that is used in today's focus verse refers to that 
which has never before existed.  What we become 
through faith in Jesus Christ is not a restoration of our 
old self.  Faith causes us to become the person we have 
never been.  It also means we experience a newness 
that we can experience only through our faith in 
Christ.  The Bible declares it this way, “Put on your 
new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your 
Creator and become like him “ (Colossians 3:10). 
 
The overarching purpose of Christmas Gift Shop (CGS) 
is to help the people we encounter to understand and 
have the opportunity to accept God's special offer of 
newness through Jesus Christ. This is for every 
individual who longs for the newness of purpose for 
their future.  From the beginning of the preparations 
for CGS until the final guest completes their visit, it is 
all about demonstrating the love of God in Christ and 
sharing the way to newness that will make this 
Christmas more meaningful and eternal in scope.   
 
Pray that all involved with CGS will be renewed in 
their relationship with Jesus Christ. Also pray that 
those who have never experienced new birth in Christ 
will be born again through trusting in His death and 
resurrection for salvation.  

Day 4 - Knowing Peace and Patience 
 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7 ESV 
 
The nature of society today demonstrates a serious 
lack of personal peace among the population of our 
world.  That translates into a short temper which 
often leads to broken relationships.  One evidence of 
change for a believer that has placed their faith in 
Jesus Christ is PEACE.  The apostle Paul offered this 
word to us, "Now may the Lord of peace 
himself give you peace at all times in every way. The 
Lord be with you all" (2 Thess. 3:16). The birth of 
Jesus was proclaimed by the heavenly host of angels 
who declared, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased” (Luke 2:14)!  
 
Peace is that inner quality that allows us to relate to 
others with PATIENCE.  James wrote the following: 
"...let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger..." (James 1:19-20).  It is the heart of 
peace that enables us to demonstrate patience.  If 
there is a time of year when it seems people lose 
both peace and patience, it is Christmas.  Our hope 
is that CGS guests will see the fruit of peace and 
patience as we serve them. May this lead us to 
explain how being born again in Christ brings the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit's presence in their life. 
 
CGS is an inviting place for guests to relax and to 
have a respite from the harried pace that seems to 
come with this time of year.  Buddies try to provide 
a peaceful atmosphere for the guests to choose gifts 
for their child(ren) without the pressure of financial 
restraints.  Every visit offers an opportunity for 
guests to share their story with their Buddies who 
desire to provide encouragement and prayer along 
with the message of the Gospel. 
 
Pray that we will all experience the fruit of peace 
and patience throughout our time of preparation and 
celebration this holy season.  Pray that CGS will aid 
our guests in knowing the peace and patience that 
comes through receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord. 



Day 6 - Remaining Faithful 
 

But Christ was faithful as a Son over His household. And 
we are that household if we hold on to the courage and 
the confidence of our hope.  Hebrews 3:6 HCSB 
 
The Bible has many references to the FAITHFULNESS of God 
as He shows love, mercy, care, and daily provisions to those 
who have been born again through faith in Jesus Christ.  
Faithfulness is not simply a good feeling we develop.  It is an 
active expression of our relationship of faith in Christ 
demonstrated in daily life.  An aspect of faithfulness is 
consistency over the long haul through ministry opportunities.  
Faithfulness is a demonstration of confidence that our 
Heavenly Father is personally involved in our lives. He not 
only provides opportunities for service but enables believers 
to undertake the responsibility of service that is focused on 
people we encounter. 
 
Christmas Gift Shop has enabled churches of Shelby Baptist 
Association through their members to live out the fruit of 
f a i t h fu ln es s  for  ov e r  twent y - s e ve n  yea r s .  
Some have provided new clothing gifts for each child in the 
families who are guests of CGS.  Other members have 
provided stocking gifts, popcorn tins, cookie tins, gift 
toppers, toys, Bibles, wrapping paper, or monetary 
contributions--all essential aspects of CGS that help us 
demonstrate the love of God.  Volunteers work tirelessly in a 
variety of tasks, confident that God will use CGS to impact 
the lives of guests. 
 
It is our hope that through CGS, the love of God expressed 
through the birth of His Son Jesus, will be personally realized 
by each guest that shops for their family as Christmas 
approaches. Faithfulness is a word used in scripture to 
describe the continued personal expression of faith in Jesus 
Christ. Many faithfully serve the Lord through CGS out of 
gratitude for His faithfulness to us. 
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.  Hebrews 11:1 ESV 
 

Pray the personal faithfulness of each person who has 
contributed in any way to the goal of CGS will result in our 
guests being introduced to or reminded of the love of God for 
them. Pray this will enhance the real purpose of their 
celebrations of Christmas with their family. Pray the gifts 
selected by guests will serve as reminders of the greatest Gift 
of Christmas--the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation;  the old has passed away,  

and see, the new has come!   

2 Corinthians 5:17 
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Day 5 - Showing Kindness and Goodness 
 

Therefore, God's chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, 
put on heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience. Colossians 3:12 CSB 
 
The apostle Paul's letters to first century believers 
emphasized how faith in Jesus Christ was to be 
demonstrated to the world in which they lived. Referred to 
as the "fruit of the Spirit" in his letter to the Galatian 
believers, Paul encouraged those in Colossae to express 
these same traits.  Among these are KINDNESS and 
GOODNESS, or humility. Kindness is a character trait of a 
heart that reflects a merciful spirit.  Even in times of stress, 
this quality of the heart reveals a desire for goodness toward 
others. 
 
We hope that through our kindness and goodness that our 
guests are able to see the kindness and goodness of God. 
From the moment one walks into the Shelby Baptist 
Association to ask for help with Christmas, we hope to 
communicate love and care.  When guests come to the gift 
shop, they receive an energetic welcome.  The Buddies that 
accompany them as they shop for their child(ren) celebrate 
with them as new gifts are chosen for those who will 
receive them.  
 
What these guests do not often see is the spirit of kindness 
and goodness of those who work diligently behind the 
scenes to make Christmas an unforgettable experience for 
their family. Many generously give new clothing, stocking 
stuffers, toys, and more. Volunteers also demonstrate the 
kindness and goodness of their hearts toward CGS guests as 
they wrap presents and restock gifts in the appropriate 
rooms.  During the shopping experience, there are also 
volunteers praying specifically that these guests will sense 
not only the love of our volunteers but will also come to 
know the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  As Christmas is the 
celebration of His birth, there is also a time for sharing why 
He was born. 
 
So we keep on praying for you, asking our God ...to give you the 
power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to 
do. Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because of the 
way you live... 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 NLT 
 
Pray that donors and volunteers will allow the Holy Spirit 
to manifest His kindness and goodness through them in the 
area in which they give and serve God through CGS.  

 Day 7 - Purposeful Ministry 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let 
your gentle spirit be known to all people. The Lord is 
near. Philippians 4:4-5 NASB 
 
The last two traits of a fruitful life are particularly significant 
qualities of faith in Jesus Christ.  GENTLENESS is expressed 
as a desire for others to experience care by another person. As 
with the other qualities of the Spirit-filled life, gentleness is a 
specific focus on the outcome of contact with others. For 
CGS, this focus is toward our guests.  We hope that every 
volunteer ministers with the fruit of gentleness so that all 
guests complete their shopping experience having felt the 
presence of the Lord as they prepare to celebrate Christmas 
with their family. 
 
The spiritual fruit of SELF-CONTROL is expressed through 
the deliberate or intentional character of our relationships 
with others. The Holy Spirit cultivates within Christians these 
qualities of character that reflect the grace and love of our 
Heavenly Father because of ur faith in Jesus Christ. Self-
control is actually allowing the Holy Spirit to control our lives 
as we relate to the world around us.  We pray that every 
volunteer that serves through CGS is doing so with a desire to 
allow God to work through them to communicate His love.  
 
Being born again is the result of God’s great mercy for each 
person that trusts in Jesus Christ for salvation. When we 
surrender our lives to Him, we are transformed into a new 
creation by the power of the Holy Spirit. For those of us that 
have experienced God’s saving grace, we want others to 
experience the freedom found only in Him. This guides us in 
our CGS ministry as we seek to share this message of hope.  It 
is our prayerful intent that each guest will leave CGS looking 
forward to celebrating with his or her family with a new or 
renewed personal relationship with Jesus Christ, allowing the 
true meaning of Christmas to fill their home throughout the 
Season. 
 
Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith 
supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 
and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, 
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, and in your 
godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 2 
Peter 1:5-7  
 
Pray that each guest will be welcomed to CGS and blessed 
through his or her contact with a born-again volunteer.  Pray 
that from the time guests enter CGS to when they pack the 
gifts into their vehicles, the fruit of the Spirit will pervade the 
atmosphere. Pray that the opening of gifts on Christmas 
morning will be accompanied by the presence of the Holy 
Spirit and a reminder of the meaning of Christmas. 
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